Introduction: Reduced licence participation in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities contributes to transport disadvantage, higher rates of transport-related morbidity and mortality. This study will incorporate a social ecology framework to better understand the economic, social inclusion and cultural impacts of licensing at all levels of the system from individuals, families, communities and the socio-political environment. Methods: Qualitative methods underpinned by a social ecology approach triangulates in-depth interviews (n = 17) and community discussion groups (n = 21). Analysis was inductive and deductive. Results: The impacts of licence participation were evident at multiple levels of the social ecology and it emerged that licensing greatly impacts the mobility of individuals, families and communities. Beyond mobility, the data amalgamated into four main themes: 1) Social and economic opportunity; 2) Access to services; 3) Cultural identity; and 4) Autonomy and the justice system. Discussion: Reduced driver licensing is impacting individuals, families and communities with an immense cost to multiple levels of the social ecology. This study has highlighted the value of licence participation for cultural identity and community wellbeing. Further, licence participation interacts with persistent inequity in the licensing and justice system and impacts on the capacity of individuals, families and communities to function autonomously within the parameters of the law. Accordingly, policy should be directed at facilitating equitable access to driver licensing to promote social inclusion. Licensing is not simply a "Transport" problem; addressing this complex issue of health and social justice is a prime example of the need for an intersectoral approach that targets change at the socio-political level to improve the equity, health and wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. mortality. This study will incorporate a social ecology framework to better understand the 5 economic, social inclusion and cultural impacts of licensing at all levels of the system from 6 individuals, families, communities and the socio-political environment.
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In the last decade, an intersectoral approach to public health has been endorsed and 
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Qualitative methodology has been employed to triangulate data from in-depth interviews and 100 small community discussion groups.
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In accordance with the social ecological approach, purposive sampling was used to identify 
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Interviews were conducted by telephone or face-to-face by the first author, while the 
RESULTS
149
The impacts of licence participation were evident at multiple levels of the social ecology and 150 it emerged that licence participation greatly impacts the mobility of individuals, families and 151 communities. The issue of mobility was related to challenges that were specific to urban and 152 non-urban communities. Beyond mobility, the data amalgamated into four main themes that 153 were largely consistent with Kickbusch (2008) Individual and communities' right to autonomy assumes a fair and equitable system of 320 justice. Informant perspectives however revealed that there is inherent inequity within both 321 the licensing and justice system that impedes autonomous participation.
322
The impacts of licence participation were evident at all levels of the social ecology and had (Table 2) . The present results confirm that licensing is conducive to pursuing opportunities, with 346 informants at all levels of the system emphasising that licensing is a facilitator to engaging In terms of access, previous research has reported that reduced licence participation in both 352 urban and non-urban communities is a barrier to mobility and access to services; however this The importance of licensing to cultural identity is consistent with previous research that has 365 shown that transport is essential to Aboriginal peoples' sense of cultural identity, community autonomy may be at risk due to inequity within the licensing and justice system.
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In particular, the fines enforcement system has been identified by previous research as 
